MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE WYTHEVILLE TOWN COUNCIL
HELD IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBERS ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2016, AT 7:00 P.M.
Members present:

Jacqueline K. King, Thomas F. Hundley, Joseph E. Hand, Jr., Beth A.
Taylor

Members absent:

Trenton G. Crewe, Jr.

Others present:

Town Manager C. Wayne Sutherland, Jr., Assistant Town Manager
Stephen A. Moore, Town Clerk Sharon G. Corvin, Marie B. Bishop, Doug
Hut, Todd Mathews, Zac Taylor, Kelly White, Darlene Lang, Danny
Gordon with WYVE-AM/WXBX-FM/WLOY-AM, Officer Jonathan Lackey

RE: CALL TO ORDER, QUORUM, PLEDGE
In the absence of Mayor Crewe, Vice-Mayor King called the meeting to order and established
that a quorum of Council members was present. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Councilwoman Taylor.
RE: CONSENT AGENDA
Vice-Mayor King presented the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting
of November 14, 2016; the request of the Concerned Citizens Network for waiver of fees for use
of the Heritage Preservation Center and to conduct the Martin Luther King Day March and
Program on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 2:00 p.m.; and, the request of the American Heart
Association to conduct the Wythe-Bland 2017 HeartChase event on Saturday, June 3, 2017.
She inquired of the Council if there was a motion to approve the consent agenda together or as
separate items. A motion was made by Councilman Hundley and seconded by Councilwoman
Taylor to approve the consent agenda consisting of the minutes of the regular meeting of
November 14, 2016; the request of the Concerned Citizens Network for waiver of fees for use of
the Heritage Preservation Center and to conduct the Martin Luther King Day March and
Program on Sunday, January 15, 2017, at 2:00 p.m.; and, the request of the American Heart
Association to conduct the Wythe-Bland 2017 HeartChase event on Saturday, June 3, 2017.
Vice-Mayor King inquired if there was any discussion on the motion to approve the consent
agenda, as presented. There being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in
favor and there being no opposition: For: Jacqueline K. King, Thomas F. Hundley, Joseph E.
Hand, Jr., Beth A. Taylor. Against: None.
RE: CITIZENS’ PERIOD
Vice-Mayor King advised the next agenda item is Citizens’ Period. She stated that no one
indicated on the sign in sheet that they wished to address the Council. Vice-Mayor King
remarked that if no one wished to address the Council during Citizens’ Period, she will proceed
with the agenda.
RE: OLD BUSINESS
Under Old Business, Town Manager Sutherland reported the following:
1.
2.

The Council Work Session will be held on Tuesday, November 29, 2016, at 7:00 a.m.
The Wytheville Planning Commission meeting scheduled for December 8, 2016, has been
cancelled.

3.

The Wytheville Christmas Parade will be held on Saturday, December 3, 2016, at 6:00
p.m., in downtown Wytheville. Also, on December 3, 2016, from 3:30 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.,
Director Emerson and her staff at the Department of Museums will host their Christmas
Open House at the Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum, which is located at 205
Tazewell Street. He noted that this is always a nice event to attend.

RE: BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
Councilwoman Taylor, reporting for the Budget and Finance Committee, stated that the Council
has received an inquiry from Mr. David Manley of the Joint Industrial Development Authority of
Wythe County concerning the potential for the Town to participate as a sponsor for a Career
Fair. She explained that Ms. Kimberly Simmons, who was formerly with the JIDA, now works
with the Workforce Investment Board. Councilwoman Taylor noted that Mr. Manley has asked
that the Town, in conjunction with the JIDA, sponsor a manufacturing Career Fair here in the
Wytheville area. She explained that the Workforce Investment Board would like to have this

Career Fair sometime after the beginning of the year. Councilwoman Taylor commented that the
obvious location for such an event would be at the Town’s Meeting Center. She remarked that
the Workforce Investment Board has noted that they have held Career Fairs in Abingdon,
Virginia, at the Higher Education Center, and in Galax, Virginia, at the Crossroads Regional
Center. Councilwoman Taylor stated that the Budget and Finance Committee thinks it would be
a worthwhile activity for the Town to participate with the Workforce Investment Board in
conducting the Career Fair, and the Committee would endorse the Town being a cosponsor of
the activity. She advised that, also, the Budget and Finance Committee would move to authorize
the Meeting Center to provide the space to the Workforce Investment Board without charge.
Vice-Mayor King stated that upon the recommendation of the Budget and Finance Committee,
which does not require a second, the motion is to approve cosponsoring a Career Fair with the
Workforce Investment Board and to authorize the Meeting Center staff to waive the fees for use
of the Meeting Center for this event. She inquired if there was any discussion on the motion to
approve cosponsoring the Career Fair and authorizing the waiver of fees for use of the Meeting
Center. There being none, the motion was approved with the following voting in favor and there
being no opposition: For: Jacqueline K. King, Thomas F. Hundley, Joseph E. Hand, Jr., Beth A.
Taylor. Against: None.
Councilwoman Taylor, also, reported that this past week in the Council Work Session, members
of the Police Department gave a presentation on the need for new computer aided dispatching
software. She explained that the system the Town, County, Sheriff’s Department and the
Emergency Communications Center are using is obsolete and is no longer being serviced by
the provider. Councilwoman Taylor noted that in the past year, representatives from all three
agencies have been exploring companies that can provide these services. She remarked that
not only does the Town need the computer aided dispatching software to be replaced, it is also
necessary that the Town have software that will control its records management system.
Councilwoman Taylor stated the Sheriff’s Department is now in discussions with the Board of
Supervisors to provide funding for their portion of this software. She noted, likewise, the
Emergency Communications Center is looking at funding options available for their participation
in the new software systems. Councilwoman Taylor commented that the Council has pledged its
commitment to the project, pending the endorsement and appropriation of funding by the other
agencies. She advised that there is no action required at this time due to the pending review by
the other agencies. Councilwoman Taylor stated that it is, however, a topic that will have to be
addressed in the very near future. A copy of the Budget and Finance Committee report is
attached and made part of these minutes.
Town Manager Sutherland advised that one of the potential vendors for the new CAD System is
attending the Council meeting, along with the Director of the Emergency Communications
Center. Vice-Mayor King inquired of Town Manager Sutherland if either of the guests wished to
speak. Town Manager Sutherland stated that they did not wish to address the Council.
RE: PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT
Councilman Hundley, reporting for the Public Works Committee, stated that the Town’s
contractor, DCI/Shires, Incorporated, continues with the restoration work in the downtown area.
He noted that the majority of curb, gutters and sidewalks have been installed on the north side
of Main Street between Fifth Street and Tazewell Street. Councilman Hundley explained that the
intersections of First and Main Streets and Church and Main Streets are, currently, utilizing stop
signs for traffic control devices. He commented that the existing traffic control signals have been
removed, and foundations for the new signalization are being installed. Councilman Hundley
stated that the Public Works Committee anticipates that the signalization will be operational in
February or March 2017 when the new traffic signals are installed. He remarked that recently,
the contractor has performed work on the north side of Main Street between Fourth and Sixth
Streets. Councilman Hundley stated, also, they have been working on the south side of the
street, east of First Street, in an effort to get the majority of the work in front of the Moon Dog
Pizza restaurant complete before the restaurant’s opening. He noted that after this section of
work is complete, it is the Council’s intent to move the contractor to the south side of Main
Street between Fourth and Sixth Streets. Councilman Hundley commented that, obviously,
there is a lot of construction activity going on in the downtown area, and the Public Works
Committee realizes that there are some inconveniences associated with this construction. He
explained that the Council does continue to believe that, in the long term, the aesthetics of the
downtown area will be greatly enhanced by all of these efforts.
Councilman Hundley, also, reported that the Town appropriated funding to Downtown
Wytheville, Incorporated to perform a wayfinding assessment. He explained that the Wayfinding
Program will provide new signage to important locations throughout town. Councilman Hundley
commented that Frazier & Associates of Staunton, Virginia, has been hired to perform the
assessment. He noted that their evaluation of the sign program will include meetings and

discussions with organizations throughout the community to identify the most important
destinations that travelers need to navigate the community. Councilman Hundley remarked that
the process began this past week when the consultants met with a number of the focus groups
to begin the process of identifying those important features that should be a part of the
wayfinding system. He stated that the Public Works Committee anticipates that this fact finding
portion of the study will take another month or so, and, soon thereafter, there will be design type
activities commencing that will identify colors, materials, etc. Councilman Hundley noted that
this Wayfinding Program is not only important to the downtown area, but it will also be very
important to the rest of Wytheville. He expressed that the Public Works Committee will continue
to provide the Council with updates on this program as it moves forward. A copy of the Public
Works Committee report is attached and made part of these minutes.
RE: APPOINTMENTS – WYTHEVILLE INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
Vice-Mayor King advised the next agenda item is the appointment of a member to the
Wytheville Industrial Development Authority to fill the expiring term of Ms. Kathryn F. White
(term expires December 12, 2016). She noted that Ms. White is not eligible for reappointment.
Vice-Mayor King advised that the Council will find enclosed in their notebooks an application for
consideration of appointment to the Authority. A motion was made by Councilman Hundley and
seconded by Councilwoman Taylor to appoint Mr. Mark Bloomfield to the Wytheville Industrial
Development Authority (term expires December 12, 2020). Vice-Mayor King inquired if there
was any discussion on the motion to appoint Mr. Bloomfield as a member to the Wytheville
Industrial Development Authority. There being none, the motion was approved with the following
voting in favor and there being no opposition: For: Jacqueline K. King, Thomas F. Hundley,
Joseph E. Hand, Jr., Beth A. Taylor. Against: None.
RE: MAYOR CREWE
Vice-Mayor King advised that she failed to mention the reason Mayor Crewe is absent from the
meeting is due to a death in his family.
RE: DISPENSING WITH DECEMBER MEETING
Vice-Mayor King advised the next agenda item is to consider dispensing with the December 26,
2016, Council meeting due to the Christmas holidays. She inquired of the Council if there was a
motion to dispense with the December 26, 2016, meeting. A motion was made by Councilman
Hundley and seconded by Councilman Hand to dispense with the December 26, 2016, Town
Council meeting due to the Christmas holidays. Vice-Mayor King inquired if there was any
discussion on the motion to dispense with the meeting. There being none, the motion was
approved with the following voting in favor and there being no opposition: For: Jacqueline K.
King, Thomas F. Hundley, Joseph E. Hand, Jr., Beth A. Taylor. Against: None.
RE: ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to be discussed, a motion was duly made, seconded and
carried to adjourn the meeting (7:09 p.m.).
Jacqueline K. King, Vice-Mayor
Sharon G. Corvin, Town Clerk
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BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT
NOVEMBER 28, 2016

1.

We have received an inquiry from Mr. David Manley of the Joint Industrial
Development Authority of Wythe County concerning the potential for the Town to
participate as a sponsor for a Career Fair. Ms. Kimberly Simmons, who was
formerly with the JIDA, now works with the Workforce Investment Board. He has
asked that the Town, in conjunction with the JIDA, sponsor a manufacturing
Career Fair here in the Wytheville area. The Workforce Investment Board would
like to have this Career Fair sometime after the beginning of the year. The
obvious location for such an event would be at our Meeting Center. The
Workforce Investment Board has noted that they have held Career Fairs in
Abingdon, Virginia, at the Higher Education Center, and in Galax, Virginia, at the
Crossroads Regional Center. We think it would be a worthwhile activity for the
Town to participate with the Workforce Investment Board in conducting the
Career Fair, and we would endorse the Town being a cosponsor of the activity.
Also, we would move to authorize the Meeting Center to provide the space to the
Workforce Investment Board without charge.

2.

This past week in the Council Work Session, members of the Police Department
gave a presentation on the need for new computer aided dispatching software.
The system that the Town, County, Sheriff’s Department and the Emergency
Communications Center is using is obsolete and is no longer being serviced by
the provider. In the past year, representatives from all three agencies have been
1

exploring companies that can provide these services. Not only do we need the
computer aided dispatching software to be replaced, it is also necessary that we
have software that will control our records management system. The Sheriff’s
Department is now in discussions with the Board of Supervisors to provide
funding

for

their

portion

of

this

software.

Likewise,

the

Emergency

Communications Center is looking at funding options available for their
participation in the new software systems. We have pledged our commitment to
the project, pending the endorsement and appropriation of funding by the other
agencies. There is no action required at this time due to the pending review by
the other agencies. It is, however, a topic that will have to be addressed in the
very near future.

Jacqueline K. King

Beth A. Taylor
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PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE REPORT
NOVEMBER 28, 2016

1.

Our contractor, DCI/Shires, Incorporated, continues with the restoration work in the
downtown area. The majority of curb, gutters and sidewalks have been installed on
the north side of Main Street between Fifth Street and Tazewell Street. The
intersections of First and Main Streets and Church and Main Streets are, currently,
utilizing stop signs for traffic control devices. The existing traffic control signals have
been removed, and foundations for the new signalization is being installed. We
anticipate that the signalization will be operational in February or March 2017 when
the new traffic signals are installed. Recently, the contractor has performed work on
the north side of Main Street between Fourth and Sixth Streets. Also, they have
been working on the south side of the street, east of First Street, in an effort to get
the majority of the work in front of the Moon Dog Pizza restaurant complete before
the restaurant’s opening. After this section of work is complete, it is our intent to
move the contractor to the south side of Main Street between Fourth and Sixth
Streets. Obviously, there is a lot of construction activity going on in the downtown
area, and we realize that there are some inconveniences associated with this
construction. We do continue to believe that, in the long term, the aesthetics of the
downtown area will be greatly enhanced by all of these efforts.

2.

The Town appropriated funding to Downtown Wytheville, Incorporated to perform a
wayfinding assessment. The Wayfinding Program will provide new signage to

1

important locations throughout town. Frazier & Associates of Staunton, Virginia, has
been hired to perform the assessment. Their evaluation of the sign program will
include meetings and discussions with organizations throughout the community to
identify the most important destinations that travelers need to navigate our
community. The process began this past week when the consultants met with a
number of the focus groups to begin the process of identifying those important
features that should be a part of the wayfinding system. We anticipate that this fact
finding portion of the study will take another month or so, and, soon thereafter, there
will be design type activities commencing that will identify colors, materials, etc. This
Wayfinding Program is not only important to the downtown area, but it will also be
very important to the rest of Wytheville. We will continue to provide the Council with
updates on this program as it moves forward.

Thomas F. Hundley

Joseph E. Hand, Jr.
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