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Welcome!

School Programs & Tours 
at the 

WYTHEVILLE MUSEUMS

Dear Educator:

We are getting ready for another great year of programs 
and tours! We strive to provide fun, engaging programs 
that complement your classroom curriculum. Each program 
is correlated to the Virginia Standards of Learning. We offer 
both science and social studies-based programs.

We are aware that there are budget constraints that limit 
field trips. We will be happy to write a letter of support 
or come and talk with your parent-teacher organization 
concerning transportation and field trip costs. If 
transportation is the issue, we offer “On the Road” outreach 
programs to meet your needs. Our goal is to provide you 
with quality programs at a minimal cost.

If you don’t find a program or tour you’re looking for in this 
brochure, please give us a call and we will try to design a 
program for your classroom needs. We have access to local 
and regional artifacts that can be used to create a custom 
program for your class. While these programs are geared 
towards schools, they can easily be adapted for other 
groups such as Boy and Girl Scouts.

The Museums of Wytheville are committed to helping 
students discover our region’s rich heritage. Students 
participating in our programs are encouraged to explore 
and understand the past, to reflect upon their own lives, 
and their place in history. It is our hope that visitors 
of today will want to preserve local history for future 
generations. If you have any questions or comments, 
please feel free to contact me at (276) 223-3406 or 
heritage@wytheville.org.

Sincerely,

     
Debbie Moody
Assistant Director of Museums

The Museums of Wytheville Education Office
975 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, VA 24382

(276) 223-3406 • (276) 223-3330 • (276) 223-3446 (FAX)
 heritage@wytheville.org 
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Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum 
GRADES: Pre-K – 12TH
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: 205 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, Virginia
WHEN: Year-round
When you bring your students to the Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum, not 
only will they learn about life in the 1800’s, they will learn about Dr. John Haller 
and others who provided early medical care to the people of what is now Wythe 
County. The exhibit consists of a tour that features items belonging to Dr. John 
Haller, the first physician in town and the first owner of the Rock House. Objects 
from other early medical practitioners of this area are also highlighted. An 
additional section of this exhibit features museum collections representing patent 
medicine, herbal healing, Wytheville as a resort town, the Haller family, women’s 
roles, and domestic life.

Christmas at the
Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum
GRADES: Pre-K – 12TH
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: 205 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, Virginia
WHEN: December
Bring your students to the Rock House for a special Christmas visit. The tour 
will be appropriately designed for each grade level. Enjoy decorations of long 
ago and learn about Christmas traditions of the past. Pre-school through 
second grade may request a Christmas story time in the parlor.

Grade: Our programs are designed to meet the developmental needs of   
the grades listed.
When:  Some programs are only offered during certain months.
Length:  Please allow 1 hour for each program. 
Location:  Each program or tour will list its specific location.
Standards of Learning: The Virginia Standards of Learning will be outlined 
for each program and included in each follow-up activity packet provided for 
each classroom.

SCHOOL PROGRAMS AT THE WYTHEVILLE MUSEUMS
This year, students will be offered the opportunity to participate in the 
Homestead Garden project. The last week in March, a Museum educator and 
members of the Wythe County Farm Bureau Ladies Committee will come into 
the classroom with seeds, planting containers and soil and help the students 
plant vegetables and flowers for the Homestead Garden. The students will 
take care of the seedlings in their classroom until the middle of May. In May, 
they will travel to the WIllowbrook Jackson Homestead Museum to transplant 
their seedlings and plant more seeds in the Homestead Garden. This program 
is open to Wythe County students in grades pre-k through 3rd. Space in this 
program is limited, so call early to reserve your spot in this exciting program.

 

School Programs 
and Tours 

at the 
Wytheville Museums
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Sing a Little Song
GRADES: Pre-K - 5th 
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Heritage Preservation Center, and in schools 
  throughout the region 
  (Minimum of 3 classes for in-school visits) 
  115 W. Spiller Street, Wytheville, VA 
WHEN: Throughout the year only on Mondays. This program will 
introduce students to Appalachian music through the guitar, 
banjo, harmonica, bass, and several other traditional instruments. 
Mr. Jim Lloyd, an excellent musician and nominee for the National 
Heritage Fellowship Award, will teach the children about their rich 
musical heritage through songs and storytelling. The students will
learn the importance music played in the lives of the early settlers. 
Many grade level SOL’s will also be reviewed.

Busy Bees in our Backyard
GRADES: Pre-K – 12th
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: E. Lee Trinkle Visitor Center 
WHEN: May
Our indoor observation hive, located in the E. Lee Trinkle Visitor Center 
allows students to learn about the life cycles of honeybees and their role 
in our daily lives.

 

gardens

In the Gardens of the 
Haller-Gibboney Rock House
GRADES: Pre-K – 12th 
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Gardens located behind the Haller-Gibboney Rock House
WHEN: May
As a spring activity, join us in the Rock House gardens and learn. Students will learn 
about plant needs and the parts of plants. Discover the language of plants and 
the medicinal and culinary uses of the herbs growing in the Rock House gardens. 
Students may make a sweet smelling sachet as a garden activity.
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Thomas J. Boyd Museum
GRADES: 2nd – 12th
LENGTH: 1 hour 
LOCATION: Thomas J. Boyd Museum, 295 Tazewell St., Wytheville, VA
WHEN: Year-round
Exhibits in the Thomas J. Boyd Museum focus on the unique aspects of local history, 
including geography, and the early settlement of Wythe County.

Thomas J. Boyd Museum 
Civil War Exhibit
GRADES: 3RD – 12th
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Thomas J. Boyd Museum, 295 Tazewell St., Wytheville, VA
WHEN: Year-round
Students learning about the Civil War will enjoy the exhibits on the last commanders 
of the Stonewall Brigade, Toland’s and Stoneman’s Raids, and the Battle of the Cove. 
Students visiting the museum will learn first hand what it would have been like to be a soldier 
during the Civil War by dressing in reproduction uniforms. Highlights of the exhibit include a 
copy of General JEB Stuart’s will and an original Wytheville Courthouse weathervane bearing 
scars from Toland’s Raid. The exhibit features military figures with Wythe county connections 
such as General William Terry, General James Alexander Walker, and General JEB Stuart.

Thomas J. Boyd Museum
Discovery Corner
GRADES: K-4th 
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Thomas J. Boyd Museum, 295 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, Virginia
WHEN: Year-round
Located in the Thomas J. Boyd Museum, The Discovery Corner offers ten interactive stations 
where students will learn math and science, as well as area history.
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GRADES: 5th – 12th
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Thomas J. Boyd Museum
 295 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, Virginia
WHEN: Year-round
Visit our state-of-the-art interactive exhibition about the 
summer of 1950 when Wythe county made national and 
world news because of a record-breaking polio epidemic. 
Students visiting this exhibit will learn how the people of 
Wythe county faced the epidemic and pulled together as 
a community to survive polio.

Programs at the Wytheville Museums by Month

Thomas J. Boyd Museum – POLIO EXHIBIT

Programs at the Museums of Wytheville by Grade
Program PreK K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
Busy Bees In Our Backyard - May √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
E. Lee Trinkle Exhibit       √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
H-G Rock House Museum-Christmas √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
H-G Rock House Museum-Gardens √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Sheep To Cloth √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Sing A Little Song (Only on Mondays every month)  √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 
Thomas J. Boyd Museum √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Civil War Exhibit    √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Discovery Corner √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Polio Exhibit       √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

Program Jan Feb Mar April May Sept Oct Nov Dec

Busy Bees In Our Backyard - May     √  
E. Lee Trinkle Exhibit √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum-Christmas         √
Haller-Gibboney Rock House Museum-Gardens     √
Sheep To Cloth       √
Sing A Little Song (Only on Mondays every month)   √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Civil War Exhibit √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Discovery Corner √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
Thomas J. Boyd Museum-Polio Exhibit √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √
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Grade: Our programs are designed to 
meet the developmental needs of the 
grades listed.

When: Some programs are only 
offered during certain months. Others 
are offered year round. Please check 
individual listings.

Length: Please allow 1 hour for each 
program. 

Location: All programs are designed to 
be in the classroom.

Standards of Learning: The Virginia 
Standards of Learning will be outlined for 
each program and included in each 
follow-up activity packet provided for 
each classroom.Program Jan Feb Mar  April May  Sept  Oct  Nov  Dec

Apples Long Ago     √   √
Churns and Making Butter √
Dyeing Eggs using Natural Dyes    √  
Native American Heritage and Culture (talking stick)          √
Victorian Valentines   √
ARTifact √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √

School Outreach Programs on the Road

APPLES LONG AGO
GRADES: Pre-K – 3rd 
LENGTH: 1 hour
WHEN: September and October
This program remains a fall favorite during 
the months of September and October. 
Students learn about drying apples as 
people did in years past. 

SHEEP TO CLOTH
GRADES: Pre-K – 7th
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Willowbrook Jackson/
Umberger Homestead Museum, entrance 
at E. Lee Trinkle Visitors Center,  975 
Tazewell Street, Wytheville, Virginia
WHEN: October
Visit the loom house at the Homestead 
Museum and see a demonstration on 
how a spinning wheel and a loom are 
used to make thread and cloth from 
wool. Students will have the hands-on 
experience of using a spinning wheel.

On The Road with the Museums of Wytheville by Grade

On The Road with the Museums of Wytheville by Month

Program   PreK  K  1  2  3 4 
Apples  Long Ago    √  √  √  √  √
Churns  and Making Butter     √  √  √  √  √  √
D yeing Eggs  us ing Natural  D yes     √  √  √  √  √  √ 
N at i ve  Am e r i c a n  He r i t a g e  &  Cu l t u re  ( t a l k i n g  s t i c k )   √  √  √  √  √  √ 
Vic tor ian Valent ines     √  √  √  √  √  √
ARTifac t     √  √  √  √  √  √



School Outreach Programs on the Road
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NATIVE AMERICAN 
HERITAGE & CULTURE
GRADE: Pre-K – 4th
LENGTH: 1 hour
WHEN: November
A museum educator will bring artifacts to your 
classroom for your students to explore the culture of 
the people who lived here before the Europeans came 
to our area. Students will make a Native American 
talking stick for their classroom.

CHURNS AND 
MAKING BUTTER
GRADES: Pre-K – 4th
LENGTH: 1 hour
WHEN: January
Students will learn the importance of the milk cow 
to families of long ago. Children will be able to see 
artifacts used to make butter. They will make and taste 
their own butter.

ARTifact
Local History Revealed in Art
Program offered the 1st Tuesday and the 1st Thursday of each month

Museum art educator, Nan Kegley, brings local history to life through a variety of art lessons using 
Museum artifacts.  Lessons include:

September – Making a Fraktur A Fraktur was a lavishly embellished document 
that were usually birth, baptism, or marriage certificate.  Students will design and decorate 
their own fraktur commemorating their birth.

October – Tin Punch Wythe County is world famous for its tin-punched jelly 
cupboards and pie safes.  Students will color, paint, draw and /or punch Wythe County’s 

unique “urn and tulip” pattern on paper, foil or tin. The punched pieces will then be made into lanterns for the holidays.

November – Fashion and Needlework  This lesson will focus on historical fashion and costuming. Younger students will 
create an outfit to add to a collection of paper dolls.  Older students will learn the basics of embroidery by sewing on burlap.

December – Putz A putz is a decorative miniature landscape with figures, structures and animals and is set up during the Christmas 
season. This is another tradition which began in Germany.  Students will create putzes to take home for the holidays.

January – Quilting Quilting is an important part of culture in Virginia. This lesson will focus on traditional Appalachian quilt patterns 
and the math involved in quilting.  Young students will create paper quilts, which older students will sew real quilt blocks.

February – Scherenschnitten Scherenschnitten means “scissor cuts” in German.  Students will make scherenschnitten Valentines.

March – Taxidermy and Photography This lesson will focus on Fannie Gibboney, one of Dr. Haller’s descendents who lived 
in the Rock House during the Victorian era.  Students will learn about taxidermy, Beatrix Potter, and photography.

April – Architecture and Landscape Architecture The Rock House and its surrounding grounds are the focus of this 
lesson.  Students will draw a house and landscape plans appropriate to the mid-1800’s.

May – Botanical Drawing Botanical drawings and unusual botanical specimens became very popular during the late 1800’s.  
Students will learn to draw from nature a plant of their choice.

A more detailed flyer will be coming to your classroom in early September. Please call the education office for more information.



10

VICTORIAN 
VALENTINES
GRADE: Pre-K – 3rd
LENGTH: 1 hour
WHEN: February
Using paper, flowers, and 
lace students will make a 
valentine to give to someone 
special. Children will see 
valentines of the Victorian 
era and learn about the day 
of love.

DYEING EGGS WITH 
NATURAL DYES
GRADES: Pre-K – 4th grade
LENGTH: 1 hour
WHEN: March
Learn about making and using 
natural dyes. Students will enjoy a 
hands-on experience of dyeing eggs 
in your classroom.

School Outreach Programs on the Road
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Special Events
CURRICULUM GUIDES
For individual or classroom use, we have 
curriculum guides available on area 
history. Call the education office for more 
information on these resources.
Titles include:
  1. Wythe County, The First 100 Years
  2. A Look at Toys
  3. Early Schools in Wythe County
  4. Wythe County’s Charcoal Furnaces
  5. Battle of Wytheville
  6. Wyrick Springs
  7. The Fruits of Their Labor
  8. Crockett’s Cove Presbyterian Church
  9. Trade, Barter, or Sell
10. Through the Years

WYTHE COUNTY MAY DAY CELEBRATION
The Annual Wythe County May Day Celebration will be held in the spring of 2016 for all 
Wythe County second grade students. The students will spend the day learning about the 
lives of the early Wythe county settlers through demonstrations and hands-on activities. 
More information will be sent to all second grade teachers in 2016.
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Music Program
This program will introduce students to Appalachian 
music through the guitar and banjo. Mr. Jim Lloyd, 
an excellent instrumentalist, will teach the children 
about their rich musical heritage through songs and 
storytelling. The students will learn the importance 
music played in the lives of the early settlers to our area.

Everybody 
Loves Music!
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Everybody 
Loves Music!

SING A LITTLE SONG
GRADES: Pre-K-5th 
LENGTH: 1 hour
LOCATION: Heritage Preservation Center, 
  115 W. Spiller Street, Wytheville, VA and in classrooms 
WHEN: Throughout the year only on Mondays.
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FEES & DIRECTIONS 
Wythe County Public School groups receive FREE admission to the Museums and participation in “On the Road” outreach 
programs unless otherwise noted.

TOUR RATES FOR SCHOOL GROUPS 
Museum Tour Hours Monday - Friday, 9:00 a.m. -2:00 p.m. 
 Cost is $2.00 per child. 
NOTE: 1 chaperone will be admitted free with each group. 
Additional adults: $4.00 for one museum, $6.00 for both museums. 
To ensure the dates and times of your choice, we suggest you schedule your Museum Tour as far in advance as possible.

TOURS AND “ON THE ROAD SCHEDULE” 
ON THE ROAD OUTREACH PROGRAMS - Museum Program Hours 
Monday-Friday, 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
 Cost is $2.00 per child. 
A minimum reservation of 2 classes will be required to travel to schools outside of Wythe County. “On the Road” Outreach 
Programs are available, by appointment, to grades pre-k through 12 in school systems throughout our area. To ensure the 
dates and times of your choice, we suggest you schedule your outreach program as far in advance as possible.



The Museums of Wytheville Education Office
975 Tazewell Street, Wytheville, VA 24382

(276) 223-3406 • (276) 223-3330 • (276) 223-3446 (FAX) 
email: heritage@wytheville.org 
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Funding for the Department of Museums Heritage Education 
program is provided by the following: 

Town of Wytheville

The Wythe County Board of Supervisors 
Mountain Community Action Program 

The Wythe County Public Schools
and donations from 

local business and individuals.
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EASY I-81 ACCESS
From Either DirectionTake Exit 70 and Follow the Yellow Highlighted Road

PARKING

Thank You!



The Museums of Wytheville are 
committed to helping students 

discover our region’s rich heritage. 
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